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2014 has been an enormous year for the club. With a grant from Sport 

England, funds provided by the trustees of Keighley Tennis Club and also 

using some of our own money we have upgraded our courts and built a 

spanking new clubhouse. I’m sure you will agree that we are now a truly 

‘inspired facility’. 

 Despite problems with the wrong 

type of tarmac being laid and 

delays in painting due to bad 

weather early in the year, the courts have been playable for most of the summer season and all our guest 

teams have commented on how well they played. The old clubhouse was demolished and taken away in 

April (we, or rather Paul Footitt, sold it on ebay for 99p!) This meant that we were without a clubhouse for 

most of the season and therefore not able to provide the usual ‘facilities’ to our guest teams. Not until the 

very end of the season were we able to offer visiting Wharfedale teams one of our sumptuous after-match 

teas!  On the positive side everybody was surprised how lovely and fragrant the portaloos were.  

The clubhouse was finally completed in August and officially opened 

on the 15
th

 by Kris Hopkins MP for 

Keighley and Ilkley. 

Special thanks should go to the ever-

youthful Gilly Milnes for once again 

organising Lyn’s Day on 31
st
 August.  The weather was kind, the 

tennis was fun and the bar-b-cue excellent. The sing-a-long-a-tennis-

thon was led by Jonathan Crossley. With his partner Arvo Subris the 

multi-talented Jonathan also won the tournament.  All told the 

members and friends who were present raised just over £450 on the 

day which the club made up to £500 for Manorlands Hospice . 

There has been a huge amount of competitive tennis played this 

year.  Yes I know all tennis is competitive otherwise why keep 

score but we have had eight teams playing in various leagues.  This is a tremendous achievement for our 

club.  Thanks to all who have represented the club in these teams but thanks must go especially to all the 

captains who have managed the teams.  As I write this the detailed results for the Wharfedale mixed teams 

are unavailable on the interweb.  However, thanks should go to Tess Mounsey of the A side and Jan 

Abberton of the B side both of whom captained their respective sides to 7
th

 position in Divisions 1 and 2.  

There were some nervous moments wondering if they would maintain their divisional statuses but staying 

up in such competitive leagues is a tremendous success. 

We had three men’s teams and one women’s team playing Bradford Parks tennis.  These are fully 

documented on www.ninjasport.com/bradfordtennis/ should you wish to enquire in more detail. Brian 

Shears captained the men’s first team to 7
th

 position in division 2.  Glenn Frost led the second team to 5
th

 

position in division 3.  John Heaton captained the 3
rd

 team to 7
th

 position in division 4.  All three men’s teams 

will hopefully play in the same divisions next season.  2014 was an even more challenging season for the 

women’s team captained by the gorgeous Gilly. With 20 matches to be played the ladies’ league programme 
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lasted from Easter to almost the end of September, a very long season. Let’s hope the Bradford League 

adopt a more sensible approach next year and increase the number of divisions.   

We also fielded two teams in the Monday night Friendly League.  The results are available in their inimitable 

way on www.bradfordfriendly.tennis-league.org/index.php .  Andy McColl lead the A team to mid-position 

4
th

 in Division 2.  Mike Hughes led the B team to their most successful season to date in Division 3.  I believe I 

was present when the team recorded its first win.  Well done us.  I would like to tell you whom it was against 

but the website is sufficiently impenetrable to leave that to you gentle reader. We also participate in the 

Winter League, with matches being played indoors at Heaton on Friday evenings. If you are interested in 

playing then contact team captain Iryl. 

The Future and Beyond 

Quite apart from any obligation to Sport England we are determined to ensure that the club continues to 

develop. We now have a website www.crosshills.net and we have a facebook presence 

www.facebook.com/pages/Crosshills-Tennis-Club/260824997447189 Please drop in and “like” us and post 

comments and photos.  Thanks to Brian Shears for helping to set up both these sites.  We are also keen to 

get more information into the local press including parish magazines.  We also hope to put posters local 

community noticeboards.  Our specific aim is to increase the membership of the club, to attract young 

people, new players and especially more women. If you have any ideas about how we can achieve these 

objectives, please speak to a member of the Committee.  We hope that the club nights Tuesdays and 

Thursdays will prove as popular in 2015 as they have been in 2014. (My personal highest count was of 17 

people wanting to play on a Thursday evening.)  We are working 

with Ilkley Tennis Club to act as a satellite for junior coaching 

during the winter on Saturdays from 1230 to 2pm. We will, of 

course, carry on with our Saturday and Sunday morning social 

tennis.   Next season we intend to continue with adult drop-in 

coaching sessions.  As we go to press in 2014 the club has 55 

subscriptions paid, many of which are for family memberships. 

Our fees are still amongst the cheapest in the area. 

In order to keep us in touch more easily may I ask anybody on email who is not in contact with Club 

Secretary, Val Maude to write to vmaudebw@gmail.com assuming you are happy to be included in our 

mailing list. 

So, the club is in excellent health: our courts are amongst the best playing 

surfaces in the area, we have a magnificent clubhouse and money in the 

bank! The future for Cross Hills T.C. looks bright. One of the reasons for this is 

the quality of leadership we have experienced under the chairmanship of 

Glenn Frost. The club owes him a debt of gratitude for all his hard work since 

becoming Chairman in 2006. The long term success of the club depends solely 

on the efforts of the members.  Anything you do, will be much appreciated. 

Would you like to put your name forward to become a member of the 

Committee or nominate someone else? If so contact Val Maude. 

See you on court.  

Joel Griffiths (Press Officer) 

31.10.2014 


